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Reg. Ref Address Decision  Description 

 

SD23A/0331 

 

Grange Castle 
Business Park 
West, Milltown, 
and Loughtown 
Upper 
Townlands, New 
Nangor Road, 
Clondalkin, 
Dublin 22 

 

Decision 
Date: 

21/02/2024 

 

Decision: 

Additional 
Information 
Required 

 

10-year permission for development for a 
Filling & Packaging Facility for medicines with 
a total area of approximately 147,192 square 
metres and infrastructure required to support 
the proposed development including: (a) 3 
no. 3-level filling buildings, each sized 
approximately 10,637 square metres and 
approximately 22.1 metres high, with roof-
mounted plant and equipment and solar 
panels. (b) A 2-level warehouse building with 
high-bay automatic storage and retrieval 
system (ASRS) area, sized approximately 
18,655 square metres and approximately 33.7 
meters high, with roof-mounted plant and 
equipment and solar panels. (c) 2 no. 3-level 
assembly and packaging buildings, one sized 
approximately 24,975 square metres and 
approximately 17.9 meters high, and one 
sized approximately 24,175 square metres 
and approximately 17.9 meters high both 
with roof-mounted plant and equipment and 
solar panels. (d) A 5-level administration 
building sized approximately 20,613 square 
metres and approximately 28.5 metres high 
with roof-mounted plant and equipment and 
solar panels. (e) A 4-level laboratory building 
sized approximately 4,733 square metres and 
approximately 21.8 metres high and roof-
mounted plant and equipment and solar 
panels. (f) A 2-level pedestrian and materials 
spine building sized approximately 10,815 
square metres and approximately 15.5 metres 
high, with roof mounted plant and equipment 
including louvred screen. (g) A 2-level Central 
Utilities Building (CUB) building sized 
approximately 9,312 square metres and 
approximately 17.7 metres, with roof-
mounted plant and equipment including 
louvred screen. (h) A 2-level pedestrian and 
materials link area sized approximately 502 
square metres and approximately 15.5 metres 
high with roof-mounted plant and equipment. 
(i) A single storey bicycle shelter and cyclist 
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shower/changing facility building located to 
the west of the administration building, sized 
approximately 440 square metres and 
approximately 4 metres high. (j) A single 
storey fire water pumphouse sized 
approximately 75 square metres and 
approximately 6 metres high. (k) A single 
storey water pumphouse sized approximately 
200 square metres and approximately 6 
metres high. (l) A chemical store sized 
approximately 120 metres and approximately 
6 metres high located in the yard adjacent to 
the proposed Central Utilities Building (CUB). 
(m) A proposed car park including 
approximately 551 car parking spaces, 
including accessible car parking spaces, 
electric vehicle charging, motorcycle parking, 
dedicated car-pooling spaces, all accessed 
from the internal Grange Castle West Business 
Park roads. (n) 2 no. single-storey security 
buildings one sized approximately 30 square 
metres and approximately 3.7 metres high 
and one sized approximately 91 square 
metres and approximately 3.7 metres high. 
(o) The proposed site infrastructure includes 
cooling towers/heat exchangers, a tank farm, 
pipe-bridges, surface water harvest tanks, 
docks and yard areas, including associated 
items of plant and equipment, an electric 
vehicle charging and solar panel substation to 
service photovoltaic panels over new car 
parking spaces sized approximately 50 square 
metres and approximately 6 metres high, 2 
no. smart shelters to accommodate plant and 
equipment, associated works for re-routing of 
the existing ESB overhead wires which 
traverse the site to underground cables within 
the site, storage structures and modular 
control units and underground pumping 
facilities and internal roads and paths, fencing 
and site lighting. (p) the development 
includes an additional heavy goods vehicle 
entrance from the internal Grange Castle 
West Business Park road to the northeast 
corner of the proposed campus, including 
modifications to the existing road and 
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footpaths. (q) Proposed new landscaping 
includes new landscaped and plated areas, 
landscaped berms, ponds, swales and surface 
water attenuation features, perimeter 
security fencing and gates. (r) Proposed new 
signage based at ground level and on the 
building facades on the proposed new 
buildings. (s) The works include temporary 
contractor compounds including temporary 
cabins, temporary car parking and the 
temporary use of existing site entrances 
during construction activities. (t) Proposed 
new surface water management 
infrastructure of the site, consisting of 
underground and surface attenuation 
systems, rainwater harvest cisterns and 
distribution pipework and the diversion and 
modifications to the existing public foul sewer 
pipelines, including the relocation of an 
existing macerator. (u) The re-routing of the 
existing watercourse to the northeast corner 
of the site to include additional biodiversity 
features. (v) The construction of a new 38kVA 
electrical substation compound including 3 
no. buildings, one sized approximately  135 
square metres and approximately 6 metres 
high, one sized approximately 310 square 
metres and approximately 6 metres high and 
one sized approximately 50 square metres 
and approximately 6 metres high and a 
compound to accommodate 5 no. electrical 
generators and associated fuel tanks and 
electrical transformers with dedicated 
vehicular access from the public road to the 
northwest corner of the site (w) all associated 
site works including sustainability features 
described herein. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact 
Statement (NIS) accompany this planning 
application. 

 

SD23A/0320 Pfizer Ireland 
Pharmaceuticals, 
Grange Castle 
Busniess Park, 

Decision 
Date: 

06/02/2024 

Additions, alterations, and modifications to 
the existing and permitted industrial facilities, 
with a total area of approximately 305.8 sqm 
(permitted under Reg Ref SD23A/0123) at the 
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Nangor Road, 
Clondalkin, 
Dublin 22 

 

Decision: 

GRANTED  

 

Final Grant 
Date: 

15/03/2024 

 

Pfizer site in Grange Castle.  They include; A. a 
single storey extension to the link building 
adjacent to the DS2 building permitted under 
Reg Ref SD23A/0123.  The proposed 
extension is approximately 240 sqm and 
approximately 7.9 meters high.  B. Demolition 
of existing single-storey extension 
approximately 36 sqm and approximately 4.2 
meters high and construction of a new single 
storey extension to the existing Softened 
Water Building.  The proposed extension is 
approximately 65.8 sqm and approximately 
7.2 meters high.  C. The works also include 
modifications to internal roads and pathways, 
underground utilities, site lighting, internal 
roads and footpaths and all associated site 
works.  This application consists of a variation 
to previously permitted development for an 
activity for which a licence under Part IV of 
the Environmental Protection Agency Act 
1992 (as amended by the Protection of the 
Environment Act, 2003) is required. 

 

SD23A/0301 Gollierstown and 
Milltown, (west 
of Grange Castle 
Business Park & 
The Adamstown 
Road (R120), 
Newcastle, 
Dublin 

Decision 
Date: 
15/01/24 

 

Decision: 
GRANTED 

 

Final Grant 
Date: 
01/03/24 

 

 

The construction of five logistics / 
warehousing units (Units 1 - 5) with 
associated office accommodation, service 
yards, ancillary structures/areas, and 
substations. The overall floor area of the 
proposed logistics / warehousing units is c. 
56,932 sq. (Gross Internal Area (GIA)) with a 
total of c. 4,336 sq. of office space. See 
following breakdown of each unit: Unit 1 will 
comprise GIA c. 10,432 sq. (including c. 579 
sq. of associated office space) and measures 
c. 17.9m from finished floor level (FFL) to roof 
ridge; Unit 2 will comprise GIA c. 18,065 sq. 
(including c. 1,005 sq. of associated office 
space) and measures c. 18.4m from FFL to 
roof ridge; Unit 3 will comprise GIA c. 6,325 
sq. (including c. 579 sq. of associated office 
space) and measure c. 17.4m from FFL to roof 
ridge; Unit 4 will comprise GIA c. 8,762 sq. 
(including c. 484 sq. of associated office 
space) and measures c. 17.6m from FFL to 
roof ridge; Unit 5 will comprise GIA c. 13,348 
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sq. (including c. 1,689 sqm of associated 
office space) and measures c. 17.8m from FFL 
to roof ridge; Access to the site will be from 
the existing roundabout to the south of the 
site; Provision of no. 419 car parking spaces 
and 172 bicycle spaces to serve the proposed 
development; Associated works for the 
diversion of the existing foul sewer within the 
site; The provision of attenuation basins / 
wetlands across the site; Associated works for 
re-routing of the existing ESB overhead wires 
which traverse the site to underground cables 
within the site; The formation of plateaus on 
the site with surplus excavated material to 
allow for the future Phase 2 development 
and; All ancillary landscaping, boundary 
treatments, internal roads and roundabout, 
cycle / pedestrian paths, associated 
infrastructure, and site development works to 
support the development  

 

SD23A/0012  Milltown, 
located to the 
north of 
Peamount Road 
(R120) & 
Peamount Lane, 
Newcastle, Co. 
Dublin 

Decision 
Date: 

08/08/2023 

 

Decision:  

GRANTED 

 

Final Grant 
Date: 

19/09/2023 

Construction of a new Battery Energy System 
Storage (BESS) and Power Trunk building and 
all associated elements; Demolition of all 
existing structures on site associated with the 
current golf centre - including main clubhouse 
and a number of ancillary structures (total 
1,009.84sq.m); Construction of a two storey 
power trunk building (maximum height 
10.3m) over basement of 1,982.61sq.m 
containing MV switchgear; Construction of a 
BESS to reach a total capacity of 186.3 MWe; 
The facility will be within an open three storey 
structure (maximum height of 17.3m), 
totalling 18,560.9sq.m in area, containing 63 
battery containers, & 63 no containers 
containing power invertors, step up 
transformers and electrical switchgear and 
roof level array of 1384 PV panels; 1 two 
storey administrative welfare buildings 
(298.26sq.m) associated with the BESS 
facility.  
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SDZ23A/0011  Unit 3, Sentinel 
Building, Station 
Road, 
Adamstown, Co. 
Dublin 

Decision 
Date: 

07/07/2023 

 

Decision:  

GRANTED 

 

Final Grant 
Date: 

07/07/2023 

 

Change of use of unit 3 (56sqm) from Class 1 
(retail) to Class 9 (Residential Training Centre) 
and associated signage and ancillary works. 
The development will take place within 
Adamstown Strategic Development Zone.  

SD23A/0123  Grange Castle 
Business Park, 
New Nangor 
Road,Clondalkin, 
Dublin 22 

Decision 
Date: 

17/07/2023 

 

Decision:  

GRANTED 

 

Final Grant 
Date: 

25/08/2023 

 

Permission for development consisting of the 
completion of the development granted 
permission under Planning Application Reg. 
Ref. SD16A/0236 subject to the amendments 
and alterations to the previously approved 
biopharmaceutical manufacturing facility and 
warehouse extension and other additional, 
new development not forming part of 
SD16A/0236 

SD23A/0079  Grange Castle 
Business Park, 
Nangor Road, 
Clondalkin, 
Dublin 22 

Decision 
Date: 

14/06/2023 

 

Decision:  

GRANTED 

Final Grant 
Date: 

25/07/2023. 

 

Alterations to a previously approved 
development (Reg. Ref. SD15A/0061 and Reg. 
Ref. SD16A/0398) which relates to a 10-year 
permission for the construction of a Peaker 
Power Plant in a single storey building with a 
mezzanine level, together with associated 
plant equipment including water & fuel 
tanks.  
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SD23A/0039  Grange Castle 
Business Park, 
Nangor Road, 
Clondalkin, 
Dublin 22 

Decision 
Date: 

24/04/2023 

 

 

Decision:  

GRANTED 

 

Final Grant 
Date: 

07/06/2023. 

Provision of an establishment to which to 
European Communities (Major Accident 
Hazards involving Dangerous Substances) 
Regulations 2006 as amended by Chemicals 
Act (Control of Major Accident Hazards 
involving Dangerous Substances) Regulations 
2015 apply, constituting a change of use; The 
new establishment will include all the existing 
and permitted buildings (SD13A/0143 as 
amended by SD13A/0265, SD14A/0194 as 
amended by SD15A/0343, SD16A/0088 as 
amended by AD17A/0318 & SD20A/0283, 
SD21A/0203 & SD21A/0288, all within an 
existing campus; The proposal relates to the 
total quantum of fuel oil to be stored within 
existing and permitted tanks across the 
existing and permitted buildings; For the 
avoidance of doubt no works or physical 
development is proposed and the application 
relates to an existing development which 
comprises or is for the purpose of an activity 
requiring an integrated pollution prevention 
and control (IE) licence.  
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 APPENDIX 1.2: CONSULTANTS AND EXPERTISE 

Chapter Contributor Person(s) Responsible Expertise 

1. Introduction and

Methodology

 Tom Phillips + 
Associates (TPA) 

Gavin Lawlor 
Bernard Dwyer 

Gavin Lawlor is a Director of Tom Phillips + Associates. He holds a 
BA (Social Science) from University College Dublin, where he 
graduated in 1995 with a master’s degree in Regional and Urban 
Planning (MRUP) Degree and is a Full Member of the Irish Planning 
Institute (IPI) with 25 years’ experience. 

Bernard Dwyer is a Member of the Irish Planning Institute and has 
been practicing as a town planner for over 9 years. Bernard holds a 
postgraduate master's degree in planning and Sustainable 
Development (Hons), (2014) UCC.  

2. Site Location and

Context

Tom Phillips + 
Associates (TPA) 

Gavin Lawlor 
Bernard Dwyer 

As above 

3. Description of the

Proposed

Development

Tom Phillips + 
Associates (TPA) 

Gavin Lawlor 
Bernard Dwyer 

As above 

4. Key Alternatives

Considered

Tom Phillips + 
Associates (TPA) 

Gavin Lawlor 
Bernard Dwyer 

As above 

5. Population and

Human Health

Tom Phillips + 
Associates (TPA) 

Gavin Lawlor 
Bernard Dwyer 

As above 

6. Biodiversity AWN Consulting 
(AWN) 

Ger O’Donoghue Ger is the principal ecologist with Moore Group and has 30 years’ 
experience in ecological impact assessment.  He graduated from 
ATU Galway in 1993 with a B.Sc. in Applied Freshwater & Marine 
Biology and subsequently worked in environmental consultancy 
while completing an M.Sc. in Environmental Sciences, graduating 
from Trinity College, Dublin in 1999.  (He also has over 15 years’ 
experience of carrying out bat surveys and has completed the Bat 
Conservation Ireland, Bat Detector Workshop which is the 
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standard training for the carrying out of bat surveys in Ireland and 
follows the Bat Conservation Ireland ‘Bat Survey Guidelines’ - 
Aughney et al., 2008’.  In addition, Ger is an active member of the 
Galway Bat Group and Bat Conservation Ireland, which monitors 
bat populations in Ireland, and facilitates the education of bat 
communities to the public.    

7. Land, Soils and

Ground Water

AWN Consulting 
(AWN) 

Hana Blandford 
Marcelo Allende 

Hana is an Environmental Consultant at AWN, working on a range 
of projects involving EIA Reports, EPA licence applications and site 
visits carrying out Soil, Water and Air sampling for analysis. She 
holds a BSc. Agri-Environmental Science with structured electives 
in Earth Sciences from University College Dublin. 

Marcelo is a Senior Environmental Consultant (Hydrologist) at 
AWN with over 17 years of experience in Environmental Consulting 
as well as hydrological and hydrogeological technical studies. 
Marcelo holds a degree in Water Resource Civil Engineering from 
the University of Chile. He has worked on a wide of range of 
projects including multi-aspect environmental investigations, geo-
environmental impact assessments, groundwater resource 
management, hydrological and hydrogeological conceptual and 
numerical modelling, strategic and site specific flood risk 
assessments, Due Diligence reporting, baselines studies, soils, 
surface water and groundwater monitoring and field sampling 
programmes on a variety of brownfield and greenfield sites 
throughout Ireland as well as overseas in Chile, Argentina, Peru 
and Panama. He also has detailed knowledge of environmental 
guidance, legislation, regulations & standards, and expertise in GIS 
(expert level) and MATTE studies at COMAH establishments. He is 
currently a member of the International Association of 
Hydrogeologists (IAH, Irish Group) and a member of Engineers 
Ireland (MIEI).  

RECEIVED: 19/04/2024



TOM PHILLIPS + ASSOCIATES 
TOWN PLANNING CONSULTANTS 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report April 2024 
Grange Castle Media Park, Co. Dublin 1-3

8. Hydrology

(Surface Water

and Waste Water)

AWN Consulting 
(AWN) 

Hana Blandford 
Marcelo Allende 

As above 

9. Air AWN Consulting 
(AWN) 

Ciara Nolan Ciara Nolan is a senior environmental consultant in the air quality 
and climate section of AWN Consulting Ltd. She holds an MSc. 
(First Class) in Environmental Science from University College 
Dublin and has also completed a BSc. Eng. in Energy Systems 
Engineering. She is a Member of both the Institute of Air Quality 
Management (MIAQM) and the Institution of Environmental 
Science (MIEnvSc). She has over 7 years’ of experience in 
undertaking air quality and climate assessments. She has prepared 
air quality and climate impact assessments as part of EIARs for 
numerous developments including residential, industrial, 
commercial, pharmaceutical and data centre.  

10. Climate AWN Consulting 
(AWN) 

Ciara Nolan As above 

11. Noise and

Vibration

AWN Consulting 
(AWN) 

Aoife Kelly 
Finnian Hurley 

 Aoife Kelly (Senior Acoustic Consultant) holds a BSc(Hons) in 
Environmental Health and a PhD in Occupational Noise. She has 
completed the Institute of Acoustics Diploma in Acoustics and 
Noise Control and won the 2016 Association of Noise Consultants 
(ANC) best diploma project for speech intelligibility in schools. 
Working in the area of acoustics since 2013, she has extensive 
experience in occupational noise surveying and environmental 
acoustics. 

Finnian Hurley (Acoustic Consultant) has a BA(Hons) in Music as 
well as an M.Phil in Music & Media Technology from Trinity College 
Dublin. He has a background in audio engineering, ambisonics, and 
VR related technology. He has experience in environmental noise 
surveying, modelling, and building acoustics. 

12. Material Assets –

Waste

AWN Consulting 
(AWN) 

Chonaill Bradley Chonaill Bradley is a Principal Environmental Consultant in the 
Environment Team at AWN. He holds a BSc in Environmental 
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(Construction and 

Demolition) 

Science from Griffith University, Australia and a Postgraduate 
Diploma in Circular Economy Leadership for the Built Environment 
from the Atlantic Technological University, Galway. He is an 
Associate Member of the Institute of Waste Management 
(AssocCIWM). Chonaill has over nine years’ experience in the 
environmental consultancy sector and specialises in waste 
management. 

13. Material Assets –

Traffic and

Transportation

Barrett Mahony 
Consulting 
Engineers (BMCE) 

Martin Rogers Martin Rogers (BA, BE, M.EngSc, PhD, CEng, TPP MICE, MRTPI, 
MTPS) is a Transport Planning Professional, Chartered Civil 
Engineer, and Chartered Town Planner. Martin has over 40 years’ 
experience ac 

14. Material Assets –

Site Services

Barrett Mahony 
Consulting 
Engineers (BMCE) 

Christina Fox Christina Fox is a Chartered Engineer with Engineers Ireland and 
has been practicing as a consulting engineer for over eleven years. 
Christina holds an undergraduate degree in Civil Engineering and a 
Master’s degree in Structural and Geotechnical Engineering. 

15. Cultural Heritage

incl. Archaeology

IAC Archaeology 
(IAC) 

Faith Bailey 
Jonny Small 

Faith Bailey (MA, BA(Hons), MIAI, MCIfA) has over 20 years of 
experience in archaeological and cultural heritage consultancy and 
has been responsible for the production of multiple EIAR and 
assessments for all aspects of development nationwide. 

16. Landscape Visual

Impact

Assessment

Murray & 
Associates 

John Ward John Ward has been in practice since 1993 and is Principal 
landscape architect at Murray & Associates. He hold’s a full 
Master’s degree in landscape architecture from University College 
Dublin (1993) and is a full Corporate Member of the Irish 
Landscape Institute.  

17. Interactions and

Cumulative

Impacts

Tom Phillips + 
Associates (TPA) 

Gavin Lawlor 
Bernard Dwyer As above 

18. Mitigation Tom Phillips + 
Associates (TPA) 

Gavin Lawlor 
Bernard Dwyer 

As above 

19. Difficulties

Encountered

Tom Phillips + 
Associates (TPA) 

Gavin Lawlor 
Bernard Dwyer As above 
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Non-Technical 

Summary 

All Contributors Gavin Lawlor 
Bernard Dwyer As above 

RECEIVED: 19/04/2024



TOM PHILLIPS + ASSOCIATES 
TOWN PLANNING CONSULTANTS 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report April 2024 
Grange Castle Media Park, Co. Dublin 

Appendix 2.1

AERONAUTICAL ASSESSMENT REPORT 

RECEIVED: 19/04/2024



________________________________________________________________________________________________

O  ’  D  W  Y  E  R     &     J  O  N  E  S     D  E  S  I  G  N     P  A  R  T  N  E  R  S  H  I  P

A  V  I  A  T  I  O  N        P  L  A  N  N  I  N  G        &        A  R  C  H  I  T  E  C  T  U  R  E        C  O  N  S  U  L  T  A  N  T  S

2  8    L  E  E  S  O  N    P  A  R  K    •    D  U  B  L  I  N    6   •   t e l .: 3 5 3 - 1- 4 9 8  1 8 9 3    [ f a x: 3 5 3 - 1- 4 9 6  4 4 1 0 ]

________________________________________________________________________________________________
www.AviationPlanning.ie           e.: admin@AviationPlanning.ie / DesignPartners@iol.ie

Aeronautical Assessment Report

re
Media Park 

 at
Grange Castle West 

County Dublin

for
Lens Media Limited

February 2024

RECEIVED: 19/04/2024



Aviation Report (Planning Application)   
re     Media Park for Lens Media Ltd. at Grange Castle, Co. Dublin

1

INDEX
  page

Section 1 
Scope of Report and Description of the Media Park Site 	 .	 .	 .     2

Section 2 
Aviation-Related Items in the Vicinity of the Media Park Site	 .	 .     4

Section 3
Relevant Paragraphs in the S.D.C.C. Development Plan 2022-28	 .	 .     5

Section 4									
Site & Roof Plan with Elevations-OD of the Proposed Development	 .     8

Section 5									
The Development in relation to Casement’s “Obstacle Limitation Surfaces”	 .   10

Section 6									
Section Diagram and Aerial Photo Map vis-à-vis Casement Aerodrome .   11

Section 7									
The Development in relation to Weston’s “Obstacle Limitation Surfaces”	 .   12

Section 8									
Section Diagram and Aerial Photo Map vis-à-vis Weston Airport	 .	 .   13

Section 9									
Solar/PV Panels (and Glint & Glare Assessment)	 .	 .	 .	 .   14

Section 10									
Bird Strike Hazard Mitigation		 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .   15

Section 10									
Other Aviation Considerations –

Cranes During Construction;  & External Lighting .	 .	 .   17

Section 12	
SUMMARY	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .   18

Note: In all maps /diagrams /aerial photos in this report 
which do not contain a North Point, north lies to the top.

Copyright © 2024: All rights reserved. Except for the specific purpose for which it is commissioned  
no part of this document may be distributed, used, copied, or reproduced in any format, electronic or 
otherwise, without the prior written permission of O’Dwyer & Jones Design Partnership, Dublin.

RECEIVED: 19/04/2024



Aviation Report re   Media Park at Grange Castle, Co. Dublin  2

1.	 Scope of Report and Description of the Site.

1.1	 Scope of this Report:

	 This report assesses the aviation impact of a proposed Media Park for Lens Media 
Ltd. at Grange Castle West in County Dublin.  

	 The site of the proposed development (outlined in red in the aerial photo below) lies 
between two aerodromes in South County Dublin: it is at 2.0km from Casement 
Aerodrome (2.4km from Casement’s Runway 10 Threshold), and at 2.2km from 
Weston Airport (2.6km from Weston’s Runway 07 Threshold).

	 The aerial photo below shows the Media Park site in relation to Weston and 
Casement Aerodromes.  The locations of the two Cross-Section drawings (on pages 
11 & 13 of this Report) are also indicated – one perpendicular to Casement’s Runway 
10/28, and the other perpendicular to Weston’s Runway 07/25.
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1.2	 Description of the Site:

	 The proposed Media Park is to be located on a site of 22.66 ha. approx. in Grange 
Castle West, to the north of Peamount Hospital and immediately south of the 
Grand Canal, in County Dublin (outlined in red on the aerial photo below, with 
proposed buildings in blue).  Ground levels on the site rise from 68m OD approx. to  
76m OD approx., with FFLs of the proposed buildings at 68.75m OD (near the 
north-west corner of the site) to 74m OD (near the south-east corner of the site).

1.3	 Site Zoning:

	 The site’s zoning (as shown in the combined extracts from SDCC Development Plan 
Maps 3 & 4 below) is“Objective EE – To provide for enterprise and employment related uses.”

SITE

< SITE
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2.	 Aviation-Related Items in the Vicinity of the Media Park Site

2.1	 The Department of Defence has adopted the International Civil Aviation 
Organization’s [ICAO’s] “Obstacle Limitation Surfaces” in relation to Casement 
Aerodrome.  Being a military aerodrome, Casement is not bound by these civil 
aviation standards, but the Department of Defence has opted to apply these 
Standards at Casement to protect aircraft in flight.  These “Surfaces” – which 
currently also apply at Weston Airport – are set out by ICAO as International 
Standards and Recommended Practices in its “Annex 14 – Aerodromes” document 
[eighth revised edition of 8 th November 2018].

	 The site’s location is arrowed on the extract below from the SDCC Index Map 2022-28:

2.2	 The Site in relation to Aviation & Aeronautical Items in its Vicinity: 

	 It can be seen ( from the Index Map extract above) that the site – bounded to the 
north by the Grand Canal, and to the west and south by future roadways – lies 
outside all Approach & Take-off-climb Surfaces to/from Casement’s & Weston’s 
runways (in orange), outside Casement’s Security Zone (red hatch), outside all 
current Airport Noise Zones (blue chain-hatch), and outside all of both aerodromes’ 
new Public Safety Zones (in brown).

	 However, the site, at 2.4km from Casement’s Threshold 10, does lie under 
Casement Aerodrome’s “Inner Horizontal Surface”;  and at 2.6km from Weston’s 
Threshold 07, the site also lies under Weston Airport’s “Conical Surface” (these 
“surfaces” are shown above as curving blue lines centred on the relevant aerodrome).

 

2022–2028 PLAN 
Index Map extract

Weston Airport

Site

Casement Aerodrome
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3.	 Relevant S.D.C.C. Development Plan Paragraphs

3.1	 Of relevance to the aeronautical /aviation assessment of the Media Park site at 
Grange Castle are the paragraphs reproduced below from the current South 
Dublin County Council Development Plan 2022-2028, which include —

3.2	 Section 11.8 re  ‘Airports and Aerodromes’ in general, on page 417 of the Plan:

3.3	 Paragraphs 11.8.1 & 11.8.2 re ‘Casement Aerodrome,’ on page 418 of the Plan:

3.4	 Paragraph 11.8.3 re ‘Weston Airport’ on page 419 of the Plan:

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2022-2028 417
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IE8 Objective 6: 

To ensure external lighting schemes minimise light spillage or pollution in the 
immediate surrounding environment and do not adversely impact on residential 
or visual amenity and biodiversity in the surrounding areas having regard to the 
Institute of Lighting Engineers’ Guidance Notes for the Reduction of Light 
Pollution (UK). (see section 12.11.4 (iii)).

IE8 Objective 7: 

To ensure that noise sensitive development in proximity to national and other 
roads provides a noise impact assessment and includes appropriate mitigation 
measures, such as noise barriers, set back landscaping and / or buffer zones 
between areas of land where development is proposed and existing and 
proposed national and other roads.

IE8 Objective 8: 

To work alongside relevant stakeholders NTA, TII, EPA to promote and improve 
safer noise protection infrastructure in line with population growth and traffic 
increases along all our national roads. 

11.8 Airports and Aerodromes

This section sets out the general restrictions and requirements on development 
within the County for Dublin Airport, Casement Aerodrome and Weston Airport. 
The safeguarding requirements in the vicinity of civil aerodromes located in South 
Dublin (Dublin Airport and Weston Airport) are set out in:

a. International Standards and Recommended Practices’ within Annex 14 to the 
Convention on International Civil Aviation, which is published by the International 
Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) and the Irish Aviation Authority Guidance 
Material on Aerodrome Annex 14 Surfaces (2015); 

b. Certification Specifications & Guidance Material for Aerodromes Design published 
in 2017 by the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA). 

Safeguarding is dealt with in more detail in Chapter 12: Implementation and 

Monitoring.

Casement Aerodrome is a fully equipped military base and includes the main centre 
for Air Corps Operations. Its operations and requirements are dealt with by the 
Department of Defence.

This section also addresses policy and objectives relating to airport noise and public 
safety issues relating to the operation of the airports and aerodromes within South 
Dublin, while also providing information on helipads within the County.

11.8.1 National Aviation Policy 

National aviation policy highlights the importance of air transport for trade, inward 
investment and tourism. The National Aviation Policy for Ireland (2015) published by 
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the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, sets the policies for aviation in 
Ireland. The principal goals of National Aviation Policy are to:

 à Enhance Ireland’s connectivity by ensuring safe, secure and competitive access 
responsive to the needs of business, tourism and consumers;

 à Foster the growth of aviation enterprise in Ireland to support job creation and 
position Ireland as a recognised global leader in aviation; 

 à Maximise the contribution of the aviation sector to Ireland’s economic growth and 
development.

South Dublin is located approximately 10km from Dublin Airport at its boundary, as 
such the airport has limited direct implications for the county in respect of safety and 
noise. However, its overall importance for the economy and tourism of the Country as 
a whole is acknowledged.

Weston Airport provides what is referred to as ‘general aviation’ for commercial and 
economic activities within the aviation sector in Ireland. It is also the base for the 
National Flight Centre pilot academy.

Casement Aerodrome, being a military aerodrome, does not come under the control 
of the Irish Aviation Authority but the ICAO Standards and Recommended Practices 
are applied as policy by the Department of Defence. Additionally, the Department of 
Defence applies a ‘Security Zone’ closely aligned with the areas around the runways 
known as flight strips.

11.8.2 Casement Aerodrome

Casement Aerodrome is in continuous aviation use and is the only fully equipped 
military airbase in the State serving as the main centre of Air Corps operations.
The aerodrome has two runways:

1 Runway 10 / 28: The existing main runway with east to west orientation (north of  
 Newcastle and over Kingswood);
2 Runway 04 / 22: Existing secondary runway with a south-west to north-east  
 orientation (04 over Rathcoole and 22 over Corkagh Park).

Policy IE9: Casement Aerodrome 

Safeguard, having regard to the requirements of the Department of Defence, the 
current and future operational, safety and technical requirements of Casement 
Aerodrome and facilitate its ongoing development for military and ancillary uses.

IE9 Objective 1: 

To ensure the safety of military and other air traffic, present and future, to and 
from Casement Aerodrome with full regard for the safety of persons on the 
ground as well as the necessity for causing the least possible inconvenience to 
local communities.
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IE9 Objective 2: 

To maintain the airspace around Casement aerodrome free from obstacles to 
facilitate aircraft operations to be conducted safely, as identified in the 
Development Plan Index map and Map 12 and as outlined in Chapter 12: 
Implementation and Monitoring.

IE9 Objective 3: 

To implement the principles of shielding in assessing proposed development in 
the vicinity of Aerodromes, having regard to Section 3.23 of the Irish Aviation 
Authority Guidance Material on Aerodrome Annex 14 Surfaces (2015) (See 
Chapter 12: Implementation and Monitoring).

IE9 Objective 4: 

To prohibit and restrict development in the environs of Casement aerodrome, 
where it may cause a safety hazard. (See also Policy IE13 Public Safety Zones 
and Chapter 12: Implementation and Monitoring).

11.8.3 Weston Airport

Weston Airport consists of one runway, designated as a Code 2B runway by ICAO 
and EASA definitions. Weston Airport obstacle limitations surfaces overlap with those 
of Casement Aerodrome. In instances of overlap, the more stringent requirements of 
the two Aerodromes shall apply.

Policy IE10: Weston Airport

Safeguard, having regard to the requirements of the Irish Aviation Authority 
(IAA), the current and future operational, safety and technical requirements of 
Weston Airport and prevent encroachment of development around the airport 
which may interfere with its safe operation, in the context of the proper planning 
and sustainable development of the area and the protection of surrounding 
amenities.

IE10 Objective 1: 

To safeguard air traffic to and from Weston Airport while ensuring the least 
possible inconvenience to local communities and with full regard for the safety 
of persons on the ground (see also section 11.7.7 Public Safety Zones).

IE10 Objective 2: 

To maintain the airspace around the airport free from obstacles so as to facilitate 
aircraft operations to be conducted safely, including restricting development in 
the environs of the aerodrome, as identified by the Obstacle Limitations surfaces 
shown on the Development Plan Index map and Map 12 and as outlined in 
Chapter 12: Implementation and Monitoring. 

IE10 Objective 3: 

To prohibit and restrict development in the environs of Weston Airport, where it 
may cause a safety hazard to the operation of the airport.
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3.5	 Policy (and Objectives) IE9 re Casement Aerodrome on pp. 418-9 of the Plan:

3.6	 And Policy (and Objectives) IE10 re Weston Airport on p. 419 of the Plan:
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the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, sets the policies for aviation in 
Ireland. The principal goals of National Aviation Policy are to:

 à Enhance Ireland’s connectivity by ensuring safe, secure and competitive access 
responsive to the needs of business, tourism and consumers;

 à Foster the growth of aviation enterprise in Ireland to support job creation and 
position Ireland as a recognised global leader in aviation; 

 à Maximise the contribution of the aviation sector to Ireland’s economic growth and 
development.

South Dublin is located approximately 10km from Dublin Airport at its boundary, as 
such the airport has limited direct implications for the county in respect of safety and 
noise. However, its overall importance for the economy and tourism of the Country as 
a whole is acknowledged.

Weston Airport provides what is referred to as ‘general aviation’ for commercial and 
economic activities within the aviation sector in Ireland. It is also the base for the 
National Flight Centre pilot academy.

Casement Aerodrome, being a military aerodrome, does not come under the control 
of the Irish Aviation Authority but the ICAO Standards and Recommended Practices 
are applied as policy by the Department of Defence. Additionally, the Department of 
Defence applies a ‘Security Zone’ closely aligned with the areas around the runways 
known as flight strips.

11.8.2 Casement Aerodrome

Casement Aerodrome is in continuous aviation use and is the only fully equipped 
military airbase in the State serving as the main centre of Air Corps operations.
The aerodrome has two runways:

1 Runway 10 / 28: The existing main runway with east to west orientation (north of  
 Newcastle and over Kingswood);
2 Runway 04 / 22: Existing secondary runway with a south-west to north-east  
 orientation (04 over Rathcoole and 22 over Corkagh Park).

Policy IE9: Casement Aerodrome 

Safeguard, having regard to the requirements of the Department of Defence, the 
current and future operational, safety and technical requirements of Casement 
Aerodrome and facilitate its ongoing development for military and ancillary uses.

IE9 Objective 1: 

To ensure the safety of military and other air traffic, present and future, to and 
from Casement Aerodrome with full regard for the safety of persons on the 
ground as well as the necessity for causing the least possible inconvenience to 
local communities.
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IE9 Objective 2: 

To maintain the airspace around Casement aerodrome free from obstacles to 
facilitate aircraft operations to be conducted safely, as identified in the 
Development Plan Index map and Map 12 and as outlined in Chapter 12: 
Implementation and Monitoring.

IE9 Objective 3: 

To implement the principles of shielding in assessing proposed development in 
the vicinity of Aerodromes, having regard to Section 3.23 of the Irish Aviation 
Authority Guidance Material on Aerodrome Annex 14 Surfaces (2015) (See 
Chapter 12: Implementation and Monitoring).

IE9 Objective 4: 

To prohibit and restrict development in the environs of Casement aerodrome, 
where it may cause a safety hazard. (See also Policy IE13 Public Safety Zones 
and Chapter 12: Implementation and Monitoring).

11.8.3 Weston Airport

Weston Airport consists of one runway, designated as a Code 2B runway by ICAO 
and EASA definitions. Weston Airport obstacle limitations surfaces overlap with those 
of Casement Aerodrome. In instances of overlap, the more stringent requirements of 
the two Aerodromes shall apply.

Policy IE10: Weston Airport

Safeguard, having regard to the requirements of the Irish Aviation Authority 
(IAA), the current and future operational, safety and technical requirements of 
Weston Airport and prevent encroachment of development around the airport 
which may interfere with its safe operation, in the context of the proper planning 
and sustainable development of the area and the protection of surrounding 
amenities.

IE10 Objective 1: 

To safeguard air traffic to and from Weston Airport while ensuring the least 
possible inconvenience to local communities and with full regard for the safety 
of persons on the ground (see also section 11.7.7 Public Safety Zones).

IE10 Objective 2: 

To maintain the airspace around the airport free from obstacles so as to facilitate 
aircraft operations to be conducted safely, including restricting development in 
the environs of the aerodrome, as identified by the Obstacle Limitations surfaces 
shown on the Development Plan Index map and Map 12 and as outlined in 
Chapter 12: Implementation and Monitoring. 

IE10 Objective 3: 

To prohibit and restrict development in the environs of Weston Airport, where it 
may cause a safety hazard to the operation of the airport.
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IE9 Objective 2: 

To maintain the airspace around Casement aerodrome free from obstacles to 
facilitate aircraft operations to be conducted safely, as identified in the 
Development Plan Index map and Map 12 and as outlined in Chapter 12: 
Implementation and Monitoring.

IE9 Objective 3: 

To implement the principles of shielding in assessing proposed development in 
the vicinity of Aerodromes, having regard to Section 3.23 of the Irish Aviation 
Authority Guidance Material on Aerodrome Annex 14 Surfaces (2015) (See 
Chapter 12: Implementation and Monitoring).

IE9 Objective 4: 

To prohibit and restrict development in the environs of Casement aerodrome, 
where it may cause a safety hazard. (See also Policy IE13 Public Safety Zones 
and Chapter 12: Implementation and Monitoring).

11.8.3 Weston Airport

Weston Airport consists of one runway, designated as a Code 2B runway by ICAO 
and EASA definitions. Weston Airport obstacle limitations surfaces overlap with those 
of Casement Aerodrome. In instances of overlap, the more stringent requirements of 
the two Aerodromes shall apply.

Policy IE10: Weston Airport

Safeguard, having regard to the requirements of the Irish Aviation Authority 
(IAA), the current and future operational, safety and technical requirements of 
Weston Airport and prevent encroachment of development around the airport 
which may interfere with its safe operation, in the context of the proper planning 
and sustainable development of the area and the protection of surrounding 
amenities.

IE10 Objective 1: 

To safeguard air traffic to and from Weston Airport while ensuring the least 
possible inconvenience to local communities and with full regard for the safety 
of persons on the ground (see also section 11.7.7 Public Safety Zones).

IE10 Objective 2: 

To maintain the airspace around the airport free from obstacles so as to facilitate 
aircraft operations to be conducted safely, including restricting development in 
the environs of the aerodrome, as identified by the Obstacle Limitations surfaces 
shown on the Development Plan Index map and Map 12 and as outlined in 
Chapter 12: Implementation and Monitoring. 

IE10 Objective 3: 

To prohibit and restrict development in the environs of Weston Airport, where it 
may cause a safety hazard to the operation of the airport.
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3.7	 Figure 12.1 on page 525 of the 2022-28 Plan (containing general height  
guidelines), in Section 12.11.5 re ‘Aviation, Airports and Aerodromes’: 

	 The Media Park site, located between Weston Airport and Casement Aerodrome 
(and under Weston’s “Conical Surface” and Casement’s “Inner Horizontal 
Surface”) is in a light-grey-coloured area shown on this map (in which – in 
particular – structures of more than 15m in height require aviation assessment).  
The tallest building in the proposed development (“Stage 7”) is 23.04m high, and 
seven of the proposed buildings are greater than 15m in height. 

media park Site
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4.	 Site Layout and Elevations-OD of the Proposed Development

4.1	 Site and Roof Plan:

	 Below, to approximate scale 1:3,500, is a Roof & Site Plan of the proposed Media 
Park at Grange Castle, with elevations-OD of the highest elements.  

	 In this diagram,  darker blue shading indicates higher roof elements. 

O’Dwyer & Jones Design Partnership

aviation planning consultants  © 2-2024

Site Plan of Proposed Development

with elevations (o.d.) of highest parts 
Scale 1:3,500 approx.
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4.2	 Schedule of Elevations-OD of the Proposed Media Park Buildings:

	 Listed below are the names, ffls, elevations-OD of highest points, and distances 
from Weston Airport’s Runway 07/25, of all the proposed Media Park buildings.  

	 The distances from Weston’s Runway 07/25 (& from Thr07) of the nearest 
points of all buildings are included, because these figures are required for 
calculation of the exact level of Weston Airport’s “Conical Surface” above each 
building (and for estimation of available clearances for cranes across the site).   
	 For Weston Airport’s current Code 2 non-instrument-approach status, its 
“Conical Surface” commences at 2.5km from the centreline of Runway 07/25, and 
rises at 5% slope over a horizontal distance of 1.1km – from 91.3m OD (at 2.5km 
from Rwy 07/25) to 146.3m OD (at 3.6km from Rwy 07/25).  Consequently 
Weston’s sloping “Conical Surface” lies above the entirety of the Media Park site. 

	 The table below includes the elevation-OD* of this “Conical Surface” above each of 
the 20 buildings, and this item is assessed further in Section 7 on page 12 following.

		  * The Conical Surface elevations-OD are calculated as follows —
		  (Distance from Rwy, minus 2.5km) ×5%, plus 91.3m = Conical Surface elev.OD

	 Bldg. 	Building Type	 ffl(od) 	 Highest point	 Building’s distance 	 ‘Conical
	 no.									         from Rwy 07/25	 Surface’ elev.
	   #1	 Stages 5 & 6	 68.75m	 88.83m OD	 2.69km		  100.8mOD
	   #2	 Stages 3 & 4	 69.0m 	 89.21m OD	 2.685km		  100.55m
	   #3	 Stages 1 & 2	 69.25m	 89.41m OD	 2.68km		  100.3m
	   #4	 TVStudios 		 70.5m	 88.788m OD	 2.67km		    99.8m
		    & Reception	 70.05m	 81.05m OD	 2.66km		    99.3m
	   #5	 Café			   71.0m 	 76.607m OD	 2.70km		  101.3m
	   #6	 Dining & Office	 71.0m	 84.158m OD	 2.67km		    99.8m
	   #7	 Production Suite	 72.5m	 78.523m OD	 2.75km		  103.8m
	   #8	 Production Suite	 72.5m	 78.523m OD	 2.77km		  104.8m
	   #9	 Production Suite	 72.5m	 78.523m OD	 2.79km		  105.8mOD
	 #10	 Main Entrance	 73.0m	 78.994m OD	 2.81km		  106.8m
	 #11	 Stages 10 & 11	 74.0m	 94.16m OD	 2.86km		  109.3m
	 #12	 2nd Entrance	 74.0m	 77.959m OD	 2.96km		  114.3m
	 #13	 Stages 8 & 9	 71.525m	 91.735m OD	 2.88km		  110.3m
	 #14	 Stage Bldg 7	 71.315m	 94.355m OD	 2.885km		  110.55m
	 #15	 Workshop ‘D’	 70.125m	 78.933m OD	 2.79km		  105.8m
	 #16	 Workshop ‘C’	 70.375m	 78.183m OD	 2.785km		  105.55m
	 #17	 Workshop ‘B’	 70.875m	 79.683m OD	 2.78km		  105.3m
	 #18	 Workshop ‘A’	 71.125m	 79.933m OD	 2.78km		  105.3mOD
	 #19	 Parking Decks	 71.375m	 84.481m OD	 2.765km		  104.55m
	 #20	 Production Office	 73.375m	 88.481m OD	 2.80km		  105.3m

	 ** The data above are also used in assessing Cranes clearances above each building 
(and cranes considerations are discussed further in Section 11.1 on p.17 following >). 

clearance* *

11.01m

10.89m (min)
36.34m (max)

16.19m

16.82m
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5. The Development in relation to Casement’s “Obstacle Limitation Surfaces”

5.1	 The I.C.A.O. “Obstacle Limitation Surfaces” for Casement Aerodrome and Weston
Airport are indicated in the drawing below (featuring Irish Aviation Authority 
“Asset” data), on which the Media Park site’s location marked by a red+yellow dot.  

From the diagram above it can be seen (as noted on page 4) that the site lies under 
Casement’s “Inner Horizontal Surface” and  under Weston’s “Conical Surface.” 

[Detailed Cross-Sections through these “Surfaces” are shown on pages 11 & 13. >>]

5.2	 Assessment re Casement Aerodrome:

The site lies at 2.4-3.0 km to the north-west of Casement’s Runway 10 Threshold.  As 
Casement’s “Inner Horizontal Surface” extends to 4km from all of the aerodrome’s 
runway centrelines, this means that the proposed development is located under 
Casement’s “Inner Horizontal Surface”, which lies flat above the site at 131.6m OD.  

The highest element of the proposed development (the parapet of Building 11 – also  
called “Stages 10+11”) extends to 94.16m OD.  As this elevation is 37.44m lower 
than Casement’s “Inner Horizontal Surface” it is therefore confirmed that the 
proposed development is well clear of that “Surface”.   It can also be seen that 
the site is very well clear of all of Casement’s “Approach”, “Take-off Climb”, and 
“Transitional Surfaces” (with the outer edge of Casement’s nearest Transitional Surface at 
1.4km+ from the Media Park site).

5.3	 Conclusion re Casement Aerodrome  [See Section Diagram on the following page] :

The one Casement “Obstacle Limitation Surface” which lies above the site is 
Casement’s “Inner Horizontal Surface” at 131.6m OD – 37.44m higher than the 
highest element of all of the proposed development.  The site is fully clear of all 
other Casement “Surfaces”, and it is therefore confirmed that none of Casement’s 
“Obstacle Limitation Surface” will be infringed by the proposed development.  

Site

Weston

Casement
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7.	 The Development in relation to Weston’s “Obstacle Limitation Surfaces”

7.1	 Assessment Re Weston Airport:

	 The site lies at between 2.6km and 2.99km to the south of Weston Airport’s 
Runway 07 Threshold.  As Weston’s current Conical Surface extends (in plan) 
between 2.5km to 3.6km from the centreline of Weston’s Runway 07/25, this 
means that – in addition to being under Casement Aerodrome’s “Inner Horizontal 
Surface” – all the site also lies under Weston’s “Conical Surface”. 

	
7.2	 Overlapping Casement and Weston “Surfaces”:

	 Weston’s “Conical Surface” rises at 5% slope from 91.3m OD (at 2.5km from 
Thr 07), to 146.3m OD (at 3.6km from Thr 07).  However, Casement’s “Inner 
Horizontal Surface” lies flat at 131.6m OD above the entire site, and therefore 
intersects Weston’s “Conical Surface” along the line where that “Conical Surface” 
reaches 131.6m OD, which is at 3.306 km from the centreline of Weston’s 
Runway 07/25.  The location of this intersection is at 316m+ to the south of the 
Media Park site.  Consequently the most relevant (i.e. lowest) “obstacle limitation 
surface” above all of the Media Park site is Weston Airport’s “Conical Surface”, 
which rises from north to south above the site – from 96.3m OD to 115.8m OD.

7.3	 Distances Between Proposed Buildings and Weston’s “Conical Surface”:

	 Using the data listed in the Schedule in para. 4.2 on page 9 above, the distances 
between taller proposed buildings and Weston’s “Conical Surface” are as follows:

	 Bldg. #1:    11.97m	 Bldg. #2:    11.34m	 Bldg. #3:    10.89m	
	 Bldg. #4:    11.01m	 Bldg. #6:    15.64m	 Bldg. #11:  15.14m	
	 Bldg. #13:  18.56m	 Bldg. #14:  16.19m	 Bldg. #19:  19.93m	
	 Bldg. #20:  16.82m	 [For all of the other buildings, distances are in excess of 20m.]

	 The minimum distance between a proposed building and the “Conical Surface” is 
10.89m (above Building #3 – “Stages 1 & 2”), and the clearance above the tallest 
proposed building (the 23.04m-tall Building #14 – “Stage 7”), is 16.19m.

	
	 Therefore all of the proposed development is well clear of all of Weston’s “Obstacle 

Limitation Surfaces”, with at least 10m clearance above for mobile crane operations. 

7.4	 Conclusion re Weston Airport  [See Section Diagram on the following page] :

	 The one Weston “Obstacle Limitation Surface” which lies above all of the site is 
Weston’s “Conical Surface” which rises from 99.3m to 114.3m+ directly above the 
proposed buildings.  This is well clear of all buildings, being at its nearest 10.89m+ 
above the “Stages 1 & 2” building, and with greater clearances (of up to 36.34m) 
above all other buildings.  It is therefore confirmed that none of Weston’s “Obstacle 
Limitation Surfaces” will be infringed by the proposed development.  
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9.	 Solar/Photovoltaic Panels

9.1	 Solar/PV panel provision:
	
	 2,400 Solar/PV panels in all  

are proposed on the roofs of  
two Workshops ‘A’ & ‘B’ >>   
as illustrated opposite. 
(These are also outlined on the  
Site+Roof Plan drawing on  
page 8 above).  

9.2	 Aerodrome Control Towers:

	 As all of the proposed PV panels will be 23m+ lower than the control tower at 
Casement Aerodrome, an assessment of potential visibility of the proposed panels 
from that control tower has been carried out, which found that Casement’s Hangar 
no. 5 (taller than the nearby control tower cab) will block all views towards the site 
and all views of the proposed PV panels [see below].  And as the panels are located 
24m higher than Weston’s control tower (with taller Stage Buildings etc. in between) 
the PV panels will also not be visible from Weston Airport’s control tower.

9.3	 Glint & Glare Assessment: 

	 These solar/PV panel arrays  
have been the subject of a  
Glint & Glare assessment  
by MacroWorks Ltd. dated  
January 2024.  In that Study,  
Casement Aerodrome, and  
Weston Airport, and all of  
their flight paths, have been  
assessed using the Federal  
Aviation Administration’s Solar  
Glare Hazard Analysis Tool  
[SGHAT], and the Conclusion  
on page 10 of MacroWorks’s  
Glint & Glare Assessment is as follows:

		  “ 4       OVERALL CONCLUSION
		 4.1.1   From the analysis and discussions contained herein, it is considered that 

there will not be any significant nuisance effects from glint and glare along runway 
approaches or at the Air Traffic Control Towers at either of the identified airports – 
Casement and Weston, as a result of the proposed roof-mounted solar PV panels. ”

B             A

PV Panel Arrays 
on Workshops ‘B’+’A’ 

‘Green’ Roofs 
on Workshops ‘C’+‘D’ 

(see p.15) 

^ 
control 

tower 

  
Media 

Park Site 

Casement 
Aerodrome 

visibility of this 

area blocked by 

casement hangar 
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10	 Bird Strike Hazard Mitigation in Landscape and SuDS Provision:

10.1	 Avoidance of Ponds:

Bird Strike Hazard mitigation is advised by all 
aviation authorities – by the IAA in Ireland, by 
the CAA in the U.K., by the FAA in the U.S., and 
internationally by ICAO and EASA – all of whom 
advise avoidance of unnecessary ponds in the vicinity 
of aerodromes.  In its “Bird and Wildlife Strike 
Management at Aerodromes” document of 2021, >> 
the Irish Aviation Authority includes the following:

		  “6.5  Water  –
“Open, standing water, such as balancing ponds, reed 
beds and watercourses, drainage ditches or river channels, 
may attract large flocking birds, including ducks, geese, 
swans, grebes, waders, herons, coot, moorhen and cormorant. The more open water sites 
there are on and around an aerodrome, the more complex and frequent the movements of 
waterfowl will be. There may also be more activity at night than during the day.”

Guidance as to relevant distances from an aerodrome 
is provided in the Federal Aviation Administration’s 
“Wildlife Hazard Management at Airports” manual, >>  
which advises avoidance of all unnecessary open 
ponds or standing water within at least 3km of a 
runway (or taxiway) serving turbine aircraft.

Because the Media Park site is located 2.4km from 
Casement Aerodrome’s runway 10/28, and at 2.6km 
from Weston Airport’s runway 07/25 (i.e. within the 
3km distances noted above) care has been taken to 
ensure that the Landscaping and SuDS provision 
on the site will not include any ponds or other bird 
attractants.  Additionally, the large Swale in the Buffer Zone area (indicated on the 
Site Plan drawing on p.8) will be designed to retain flood-water for no longer than 
48 hours at any one time (in accordance with guidance in the FAA manual above). 

10.2	 ‘Green’ Roofs:

‘Green’ Roofs are proposed on several buildings in the Media Park (as illustrated on 
the previous page, and separately shown in the Landscape Consultants’ Drawings).  To 
mitigate Bird Strike Hazard, these will all be sedum-planted roofs.  In this context it 
may be noted that sedum-planted roofs are increasingly being introduced at airports 
themselves, of which notable examples are Chicago’s Midway and O’Hare Airports, 
on which 350,000+ square feet (~32,500 m2) of ‘green’ sedum-planted roofs have 
been installed – in relation to which the Chicago Department of Aviation states “The 
sedum plant species used by the CDA are tolerant to drought and do not attract wildlife.”

RECEIVED: 19/04/2024
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10.3	 Wildlife Control During Construction:

In its Airport Services Manual Document 9137 
“Wildlife Hazard Management” (5th ed., 2020), >> 
the International Civil Aviation Organization 
includes the following —

“ 4.4.2	 A 13-km circle centred on the aerodrome 
reference point is recognised where land use should be 
assessed with regard to wildlife hazard management. … 
States should consider all aviation safety concerns related 
to land development in the vicinity of the aerodrome to 
minimize the attraction of wildlife.”

In accordance with this ICAO guidance, the 
management of building-site operations at the 
Media Park development (which is at just under 2.5km from two aerodromes) 
will require the contractor and subcontractors to limit potential bird & wildlife 
attractants during construction, as follows —

(a) by controlling debris on site, and in particular controlling any food waste;
(b) by managing all trenches, topsoil removal, and earthmoving, to ensure that

debris or topsoil will not remain exposed;  and
(c) by ensuring that any flooded or exposed earth areas are covered.

The project’s Construction Environmental Management Plan will provide for 
these items.  And in addition to wildlife control aspects, the CEMP will also 
require that any dust or smoke-producing operations, or use of lasers on site 
(which might interfere with aviation), be strictly controlled.

10.4	 Ongoing Wildlife Control:

In accordance with the advice of all aviation authorities, ongoing wildlife control 
and bird strike hazard mitigation on the Media Park site will include —

(a) avoidance of landscape elements which might provide avian food;
(b) ongoing avoidance of unnecessary standing water features, and

management of any flood control swales to ensure that they will
not retain water for more than 48 hours at any one time;

(c) such ongoing bird control and deterrence measures as may be necessary
(including possible implementation of trapping or culling under the Air

   Safety provisions of the Wild Birds Declaration Ministerial Order).

Approved by and published under the authority of the Secretary General

INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION ORGANIZATION

Doc 9137

Airport Services Manual

Part 3 — Wildlife Hazard Management
Fifth Edition, 2020
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11. Other Aviation Considerations

11.1	 Crane/s on Site During Construction:

It is intended that mobile cranes (only) will be used during 
construction, and care will be taken to ensure that all cranes 
used will operate below Weston’s “Conical Surface”.  As stated 
in Section 7, the Schedule in para. 4.2 (on page 9 above) indicates 
that clearances of between 10.89m and 36m+ below the nearest 
“obstacle limitation surface” are available above the roofs of all of the proposed 
buildings:  These clearances will be more than adequate for the proposed mobile crane 
operations during construction (and these operating limits will be noted in the CEMP).

In any event it will be necessary [under S.I. 215 of 2005 – ‘Irish Aviation Authority 
(Obstacles to Aircraft in Flight) Order’ ] for prior notification of the use of any crane/s 
to be submitted, at least 30 days in advance, to Weston Airport, and to Casement 
Aerodrome, and to the Irish Aviation Authority, who may issue lighting instructions 
and any necessary notices to pilots.  In regard to Casement Aerodrome, advance 
notification in regard to cranes will be given to Air Corps Air Traffic Services by 
email to airspaceandobstacles@defenceforces and/or by telephone to 01-4037681.

And in the event that any outdoor crane-mounted cameras might be required in the 
future for filming purposes in the Media Park’s Back Lot area, these will also be the 
subject of advance notification to – and agreement with – the IAA /Air-Nav Ireland, 
Casement Aerodrome, and Weston Airport, if any such crane may be required to extend 
higher than the adjoining tallest building on the site (“Stage 7”, of 23m height agl).

11.2	 External Lighting etc.:

Being in the vicinity of two aerodromes, it is advised that permanent external lighting 
on the site will be of the “cut-off ” variety (i.e. not showing light above the horizontal).  

In the event of any upward-shining or exceptionally bright lights being required for 
filming or media purposes on the site, it is advised that these would be notified and 
agreed in advance with Weston Airport and Casement Aerodrome. 

We would also recommend that advance notice be given to Weston Airport and to 
Casement Aerodrome (or the Department of Defence) in the event of any proposed 
use of pyrotechnics, firearms, or lasers, as part of outdoor filming/media operations 
on the “Back Lot” (or elsewhere on the Media Park site).  Any use of drones at or 
near the site would be restricted and would require special aviation permissions.

The site is not in a location (or the proposed buildings of such height) that aviation 
warning lights would normally be required on buildings.  However aviation 
authorities may require aviation lighting to be provided on any cranes that might 
extend above building roof levels.
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12. SUMMARY

12.1	 The Development in Relation to Casement’s “Obstacle Limitation Surfaces”:

Casement Aerodrome’s “Inner Horizontal Surface” (flat, at 131.6m OD) lies above 
all of the site.  As the tallest proposed proposed element (the parapet of “Stage 7” 
at 94.355m OD) is more than 37m lower than this “Inner Horizontal Surface”, 
it is confirmed that no part of the proposed development will breach any of 
Casement Aerodrome’s “Obstacle Limitation Surfaces.”

12.2	 The Development in Relation to Weston’s “Obstacle Limitation Surfaces”:

Weston Airport’s “Conical Surface” rises at 5% slope (from 96.8m to 115.8m) above 
all of the site, and lies at different elevations-OD above each building, with clearances 
varying from 10.89m (minimum) to 36m+ (maximum).  As all of the buildings are well 
below the “Conical Surface” directly above, it is confirmed that no part of the proposed 
development will breach any of Weston Airport’s “Obstacle Limitation Surfaces.”

12.3	 Solar/PV Panels,  Cranes During Construction,  & Bird Strike Mitigation:

The PV panel arrays on roofs of the proposed buildings have been assessed and found 
satisfactory by MacroWorks Ltd. in their Glint & Glare Study dated January 2024.

With 10m+ clearances for crane operations above all proposed buildings, cranes on 
site will not project above any “obstacle limitation surface”;  and 30 days’ advance 
notice of all proposed cranes will be given to the IAA, to Casement, and to Weston. 

Bird Strike Hazard mitigation has been observed in the Landscaping and SuDS 
provision, and wildlife control measures will be adopted during construction. 

12.4	 Overall:

We consider that the proposed Media Park development at Grange Castle complies 
with all aviation and aeronautical requirements affecting its location, and an ‘advance 
copy’ of this report has been sent to the IAA, to the Department of Defence, and to 
Weston Airport.

J. Declan O’Dwyer  B.Arch MBA RIBA
9th February 2024
O’Dwyer & Jones Design Partnership

						      Aviation Planning Consultants
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Appendix 6.1 

WINTERING BIRD, BAT, AND BADGER REPORT 
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